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DEDICATION 


To my dear noble mother. 
Due to whose extraordinary upbringing, 
| became accustomed to offering the five daily prayers 
and habituated to doing good from a very young age. 


May Allah (most high) shower His mercy upon my mother's 
grave and grant her a high position in paradise. Amin. 
fee gly US Cea) co) 
(Qur'an, Surat al-Isra' (17), Verse 24) 


O my Lord! Be merciful to my parents just as they nurtured 
me as a child. Amin. 
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Introduction 


This world is susceptible to advancement and proficiency and has 
been as such since the very first day. After the passing of nearly 
every twenty five to thirty years, there is an increase in material 
resources and some form of progress in human ease. The 
simplicity and hardships parents endured thirty years previously 
continue to dominate their characters and mindsets, whereas, the 
upcomung generation grows up in an atmosphere of modernity 


and effortlessness. For this reason, a difference within their 
attitudes and thoughts naturally follows. 


Thus difference is characterized as ‘the generation gap. The 
Oxford Advanced Learner's Dictionary defines this gap as; 


'A difference in attitude, or a lack of understanding, 
between young people and older people.’ 


This gap has been found in all eras of tustory and today also 
exists in every nation of the world. Under normal circumstances, 
this difference in opinion is between five and ten percent and 
remains so nominal that an understanding and compromise can 


\ Homby, A S, Oxford Advanced Learner's Dictionary of Current English, Ed. 
Jonathan Crowther, Fifth Edition, Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1995, p 
9. 
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easily take effect. However, the biggest tragedy for the majority 
of Muslims living in the United Kingdom is that this gap between 
the parents and the grown up children has increased well beyond 
five and ten percent and can now be considered to be above 
ninety percent. Many families have been destroyed. Situations 
and cases have escalated to the point of suicide and murder. 


The number of fortunate households who are satisfied with their 
children is very limited, whereas, the vast majority is dissatisfied 
and saddened. Tales of woe concerning this gap are being related 
over and over again for the past thirty years. No newspaper and 
journal, and no conversation and gathering is free from this 
grievance. Despite this, the anxiety between parents and children 
is ever increasing. 


Those responsible for this gap are either both parents and 
children, or one of the two. If both recognise their individual 
responsibilities and attempt to fulfil them, this anxiety can 
decrease. 


Discussing the responsibilities of the mother only is the objective 
of this book. If Allah (most high) grants the ability, then in future 
separate books concerning the responsibilities of the father and 
the children will be written. In Sha’ Allah. 


Children are the most valuable asset and investment of any 
nation. The nation that pays due attention and interest towards 
educating and upbringing the children enjoys a bright future. 
While a nation that does not fulfil the right of educating and 
upbringing the children faces a dark future. For a good son today 
will be a good father tomorrow and a good daughter today will 
be a good mother tomorrow. 


Without doubt, every father loves his children; however, the 
phrase ‘motherly love’ has become an aphoristic proverb. For 
this reason, it has been used as a measure to illustrate Allah's love 
for His creation in a hadith. The noble Messenger (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) confirms that Allah (most high) is 
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Introduction 


more merciful to his creation than a mother is to her child.2 


A mother nurtures her child in her womb prior to birth and 
nourishes the child with her milk following birth. Naturally 
every mother loves her child and this is a praiseworthy emotion. 
However, some mothers do not maintain a balance between love 
and upbringing and in some unfortunate cases ruin the morality 
and character of the children by unreasonable praise and 
approval. For example, if a child steals a pen from school or 
swears at other children and the mother does not stop the child so 
as not to break the child’s heart, then this is not love for the child, 
rather it is the exact opposite. Such children when they grow up 
break the heart of the entire family and the society in general. 


Therefore, it is essential that every mother reads this book. For 
this book makes her aware of her responsibilities and also 
provides a means of fulfilling those duties and achieving the 


desired objective. 


Muhammad Imdad Hussain Pirzada 
Jamia Al-Karam 

Eaton Hall, Retford 

March 2005 


A 
2? Sunan [bn Maja, Book of az-Zuhd (38), Chapter 35, Hadith 4438. 
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THE MOTHER 


A mother is that fortunate woman who has been blessed with 
children. She enjoys a great status in Islam. Whenever, the foster 
mother of the noble Messenger (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him), Halima Sa'diya (Allah be pleased with her) would 
arrive, our beloved Prophet Muhammad (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) would stand up to welcome her, lay down his 
cloak and seat his foster mother on it.' How great would the 
status of a true mother be, if this is the status in Islam of merely a 
foster mother who only provided her milk? 


Alongside His worship, Allah (most high) has also ordained the 
obedience to parents in the holy Qur'an; 


“And your Lord has decreed that you worship none 
but Him alone and be good to the parents.” (Quran? 


17, 23) 


Furthermore, out of both parents. the mother has been given 





1 Ash-Shami (d. 942 AH), Subst al-Fhuda wa r-Rashad fi Strat Khayr al ‘Ibad. 


Volume 1, p. 468. 
2 Qur'an, Surat al-Isra’ (17), Verse 23. 
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precedence. As the mother firstly nourishes the child in her 
womb with the blood from her liver and then following birth she 
nurtures the child with the milk from her chest. However, the 
father does not carry out both these tasks. Perhaps, it is for this 
reason that the noble Messenger (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) stated; 


"The mother has the greatest right over a man.” 


And; 
“Paradise lies beneath the feet of the mother.” 4 


It is related that a student once asked Shaykh Abu Ishaq (Allah 
have mercy upon him), “In my dream last night, I saw you in 
paradise and in your beard were great diamonds and jewels, 
which had a very beautiful and splendid shine.” To this, Shaykh 
Abu Ishaq (Allah have mercy upon him) replied, “You have seen 
the truth. In actual fact, last night my mother was unwell. Before 
going to sleep, | was gently pressing and massaging her feet and 
my beard was touching her feet. This beautiful light you saw is 
the blessing of the mother’s feet because paradise lies beneath the 
feet of the mother.” 


THE CHILDREN 
Children are the beauty of life, the splendour of the home, the 


light of the eyes, the pleasure of the heart, the support in old age, 
the means of continuance of humankind and a great blessing of 
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DESIRING CHILDREN 


To have the desire for children and to supplicate in order to be 
blessed with children is a natural instinct and is the practice of the 
noble Prophets (peace be upon them). For example, Zakariyya 
(peace be upon him) and his wife had reached old age and the 
normal age for producing children had passed. However, when 
they witnessed out of season fruits with Maryam (peace be upon 
her), they developed the desire to have pure children and hence 
they supplicated to Allah (most high), “O Allah! You are the 
Omnipotent! Just like You have blessed Maryam (peace be upon 
her) with out of season fruits, bless us with a pure offspring 
despite our old age.” Eventually, Allah (most high) accepted 
their supplication and gave them glad tidings of a son, Yahya 
(peace be upon him). It is this supplication that has been 
mentioned in the holy Qur'an. (Qur'an? 3, 38) 


It can be deduced from this verse that supplicating in a sacred 
place or in close proximity to a beloved person of Allah (most 
high) is a cause and means for greater acceptance. This is because 
Zakariyya (peace be upon him) supplicated in the company of 
Maryam (peace be upon her) and in the place where out of season 
fruits had descended. Allah (most high) granted Zakariyya 
(peace be upon him) a son despite old age. For this reason, 
Muslims should not be prohibited from supplicating at places 
that are connected to those persons who have attained the love of 
Allah (most high). Such places include the birthplace of the noble 
Messenger (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him), the Cave 
of Hira, the shrines of the noble Prophets, the great martyrs, 
revered saints, elc. 


Allah (most high). 
DISLIKING GIRLS 
If one wants to know the real value and worth of children, then 
ask the husband and wife who are deprived of this blessing and 
always remain anxious and restless in order to have children. 


During the days of ignorance (jahiliyya), boys were liked whereas 
girls were disliked. If a girl was born in the house of any person, 
his face would darken due to extreme sadness and despondency 


1 Al-Mundhiri (d. 656 AH), at-Targhib wa't-Tarhib. min al-Hadith ash-Shanf, 
Volume 3, Book of an-Nikah, p. 53 (Number 16). 
! Sunan an-Nasa'i, Book of al-Jihad (25), Chapter 6, Hadith 3117. 


5 Qur'an, Surat Al ‘Imran (3), Verse 38. 
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and he would hide away from people out of shame and infamy. 
(Qur'an* 16, 58) Today this ignorance can still be found in some 
places although it is very less in comparison. 


Man likes the female as a wife but not as a daughter. Does he not 
realise that his wife is in fact someone's daughter and if the 
existence of daughters comes to an end then there will be none to 
be a wife and nor will the human race continue. Therefore, to 
dislike a daughter is foolishness and contrary to nature. As Islam 
is a natural religion, hence, there is no room for such 
differenbation in Islam. Just as a son is a blessing for the parents 
and is deserving of their affection, similarly the daughter is also a 
blessing for them and deserving of their affection. If a daughter 
was a disliked creation then no daughter would have been born 
m the household of the noble prophets (peace be upon them). 
However, the leader of all prophets, our beloved Prophet 
Muhammad (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him), had four 
daughter In order to diminish this difference, the noble 
Messenger (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) gave the 
affection and warmth for girls a specific importance and special 
mention; 


"He, who looks after and nurtures two girls up to 
the age of maturity, will be close to me on the Day 
of Judgement, as close as the fingers on my hand are 
to one another."? 


If a girl is bom to any mother and father, there is no need for 
them to feel less fortunate. [t is quite possible that this girl once 
grown up brings about such pleasure and joy to the parents that if 
in her place there was a son, he may not bring about such 
happiness. 


The son of a friend of mine after arriving to the United Kingdom 
began pursuing such a wrong path that it became a case of 


* Qur'an, Suret an-Nahl (16), Verse 58. 
' Sahih Muslim, Book of al-Birr wa's-Sila wa'l-Adab (46), Chapter 46, Hadith 


6864. 
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extreme shame and disgrace for the parents. One day his mother 
and father said to me, "Pirzada Sahib! This is our only son, the 
rest are daughters. When he was born we celebrated immensely 
and distributed sweets amongst friends and family. Yet today, 
his actions and conduct has made us so shameful that our heart 
speaks out ‘if only he was not born and we would have been 


aM 


better off without him’. 


On the contrary, observe the story of a daughter whose honesty 
and integrity took her from a destitute home to the household of 
the Caliph and that daughter became a symbol of honour and 
pride for her parents. The story is related in this way that one 
night the Leader of the Faithful, ‘Umar (Allah be pleased with 
him), was strolling around the town. He passed by one house 
where a mother was saying to her daughter, “Mix water into the 
milk" The daughter replied, “This is a crime. The Caliph has 
prohibited it.” The mother then said, “As if the Caliph ts 
watching here.” The daughter replied, “Mother! Okay the Caliph 
is not watching but Allah (most high) is watching.” Upon hearing 
this conversation, ‘Umar (Allah be pleased with him) came home, 
talked to his son ‘Asim (Allah be pleased with him) and 
suggested that he should marry this pious girl. Eventually, ‘Asim 
(Allah be pleased with him) married that girl and later from her 
offspring the just Caliph, the second ‘Umar, ‘Umar ibn ‘Abd al- 
Aziz (Allah be pleased with him), was bom; upon whom the 
entire Muslim community today takes pride.? 


May Allah (most high) grant all Muslims such pure, just and 
pious daughters together with god-fearing sons. Amun. 


As a result, it is not befitting to any mother and father that they 


give priority to a son over a daughter. For they do not know 
which of the two shall prove to be better for them. 


= EEE 
*As-Sawwaf, Huquq al-Awlad min Minzar ash-Shari‘a al-Islamiya, p. 22, 
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GRATITUDE UPON ATTAINING CHILDREN 


Any husband and wife to whom Allah (most high) bestows the 
great blessing of children should be grateful and express sincere 
gratitude to the real benefactor, Allah (most high). They should 
praise and glorify Him in abundance. This is the practice of the 
noble Prophets (peace be upon them) and is the edict of Allah 
(most high). When Allah (most high) announced the good news 
of Yahya (peace be upon him) to Zakariyya (peace be upon him), 
He stated; 


“And remember your Lord a lot, and glorify Him in 
the evenings and in the mornings." (Qur'an! 3, 41) 


Today, many parents are negligent towards this obligation and 
prophetic practice. 


Although, happiness is expressed when having children, 
however, the manner does not often entail a sense of gratefulness. 
Instead of praising and glorifying Allah (most high) and being 
charitable and benevolent, time and energy is wasted on 
recreation, amusement and customs contrary to Sacred Law. 


! Qur'an, Surat Al ‘Imran (3), Verse 41. 
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METHOD OF FELICITATION 


Whenever a son or a daughter is born to any household, it is a 
moral obligation upon relatives, friends and neighbours that they 
join in this happiness, felicitate and offer congratulations to the 
parents of the newborn and supplicate for the child. 


Hasan Basri (Allah be pleased with him) used to say, “Whoever is 
blessed with a son or a daughter, go to them and say, ‘May there 
be blessings for you in this child that Allah (most high) has given 
you. May you have the ability to be grateful to Allah (most high). 
May the health and life of the child be blessed and may he or she 
become pious and virtuous’. 


RECITING THE ADHAN IN THE NEWBORN'S EAR 


After the birth of a boy or a girl, he or she should be given a bath. 
Following the bath, the adhan (call to prayer) should be recited in 
the child's right ear and the iqama (cal! to commence prayer) in 
the left ear. If for any reason, giving the newborn a bath is 
harmful, then the adhan and the iqama can be recited respectively 
in the ear without giving the bath. To recite the call, it is not 
necessary that the person be an Imam or a scholar. Rather, any 
righteous person will suffice. 


It is related that when Hasan, the son of Ali (Allah be pleased 
with them both), was born, the noble Messenger (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) recited the adhan in his ear, the 
same adhan that is recited before prayer.? 


WISDOM OF RECITING THE ADHAN 


l. The reason and objective for the creation of humankind is 
to worship Allah (most high). For this reason, a person is 


2 Al-Findi, Tarbiyat at-Tifl fi'l-Islam, p. 65. 
 Sunan at-Tirmidhi, Book of al-Adahi (15), Chapter 17, Hadith 1596. 
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encouraged to recite the declaration of faith (shahada) 
before leaving this world as the last thing uttered and also 
it should be the first thing heard upon entering this world. 
As a result he or she will begin his or her life with the 
name of Allah (most high) and will also end his or her life 
with the name of Allah (most high). 


j Reciting the adhan in the newborn's ear is a warning to 
those parents who do not offer the prayer and are 
disobedient to Allah (most high). They should remember 
that when they were born, the instruction of prayer and 
good deeds was also recited into their ears. If they at this 
moment do not offer the prayer, how are they daring to 
have the call to prayer recited into their child's ear and 
how will they face their Cherisher in the hereafter? 


3. Following the birth of a child, Satan nears the child in 


order to instruct and persuade disobedience and evil. 
However, as soon as he hears the words of the adhan, he 
disappears quickly. 


4 The importance of education is highlighted by the adhan. 


This means that as soon as a child is born and before eating 
or drinking, commence with his education. Say into his or 
her ear that the goal of your life is not eating nor drinking, 
but it is the worship of Allah (most high). It is quite true 
that eating and drinking is a necessity for humankind, 
however, it is neither the objective nor the goal. Just like 
an Urdu poet once said; 


Neither are you for the earth nor the sky, 
The world is for you, you are not for the world. 


Today, decisions concerning the victory and defeat of nations do 
not occur in the battlefield; rather, they take place in the 
classrooms. The nation that progresses more in education enjoys 
more honour and greatness. lslam is the only religion in the 
world that has a sacred book whose first revealed word - igra' 
(read) - encourages education and learning. Furthermore, 
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whenever a child is bom to any Muslim, the call to prayer is 
recited into his or her ear endorsing the notion that eating and 
drinking shall come forth later, first of all commence his or her 
education by saying Allahu Akbar (Allah is the greatest). 


In view of this scenario, Muslims should have been the most 
educated and advanced in the world just as the case was in the 
beginning era of Islam. However, what a great tragedy it is that 
today the Muslim nation is lagging behind in education. 


THE TAHNIK 


Following the recitation of the call to prayer, a virtuous man or 
woman should offer the tahnik. This means that the pious person 
should firstly chew a date or something sweet in his or her 
mouth, then put it into the mouth of the newborn and supplicate 
for the good and blessing of the child. 


Asma’ bint Abi Bakr (Allah be pleased with her) relates that when 
her son ‘Abd Allah ibn Zubayr (Allah be pleased with him) was 
bom, she took him to Allah’s Messenger (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) and placed him in the lap of the noble 
Messenger (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him). The noble 
Messenger (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) asked fora 
date, chewed it, placed it into her son’s mouth and supplicated 
for his good. In this manner, the first thing that entered the 
stomach of ‘Abd Allah (Allah be pleased with him) was in fact the 


— blessed saliva of Allah's Messenger (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him). 


. WISDOM OF THE TAHNIK 


1, With the entering of a sweet thing and the saliva of a pious 


person into the newborn's stomach prior to anything else, 
itcan be hoped that Allah (most high) shall make his or her 





nh al-Bukhan, Book of Manaqib al- Ansar (63), Chapter 45, Hadith 3957 
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talk sweet, dulcet and pleasant and make his or her 
character enriched with piety and virtue. 


Blessings and benedictions are gained by taking the child 
to a virtuous and pious person. Just as the prophetic 
Companions (Allah be pleased with them) were 
accustomed to taking their children to the noble Messenger 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) so that he may 
offer the tahnik and supplicate for their blessing.” 


NAMING THE CHILD 


It is the responsibility of the parents that through mutual 
consultation they choose a good name for their son or daughter. 
This is in itself a good deed for which parents always receive 
reward. The child should be named at the earliest so that the 
receiving of reward can quickly commence. 


It should not be 
delayed beyond seven days. 


It is essential that some form of a link be established with the 
people of knowledge concerning the naming of a child. This is to 


ensure that parents do not choose a name whose meaning 
contradicts Islamic beliefs and doctrine. 


Once | had an opportunity to participate and attend a wedding 
ceremony. | was told that the name of the husband-to-be was 
"Abd al-Khurshid. 1 stated that this name is contrary to Islam as it 
means ‘the servant of the sun’. The family of the bridegroom 
were surprised and began saying that up until today no one has 
objected to this name and also his brother's name is Muhammad 
Khurshid. | replied, “Muhammad Khurshid is a correct name as 


it means ‘Muhammad is a sun’, however, ‘Abd al-Khurshid is an 
un-\slamic name.” 


During the time of the noble Messenger (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him), whenever a person would accept the religion 





> Sahih Muslim, Book of at-Tahara (3), Chapter 31, Hadith 688. 
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of Islam, he used to pay special attention to the name of the 
person. If there happened to be an aspect within the name that 
contravened Islam, the name would be changed. Just as the 
previous name of Abu Bakr (Allah be pleased with him) was 
‘Abd al-Ka'ba (the servant of the Ka'ba) and after becoming a 
Muslim, the noble Messenger (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) named him 'Abd Allah. Similarly, the previous name 
of Abu Hurayra (Allah be pleased with him) was ' Abd ash-Shams 
(the servant of the sun) and the noble Messenger (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) named him ‘Abd ar-Rahman. 
This practice of the noble Messenger (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) has continued up till today. Hence, 
whenever anyone accepts Islam, if his or her name is contrary to 
Islamic beliefs, it is changed. 


Other than being contrary to Islamic doctrine, if the meaning of 
anyone's name had a sense of severity, hatred or inferiority; the 
noble Messenger (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
would also change that name.” For example, a woman's name 
was ‘Asiya (disobedient)? and the noble Messenger (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) changed her name to Jamila 
(beautiful).5 In the same manner, it was suggested that the name 
of Imam Hasan (Allah be pleased with him) be Harb (war), 
however, the noble Messenger (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) named him Hasan (beautiful).? 


A point demanding attention: 


It can be inferred that Islam is a religion that does not approve of 
names whose meaning, may include an element of severity, hatred 
and inferiority. How then would this religion approve of such 
people, the character of whom is severe, hateful and disliked? 


* Sunan at-Tirmidhi, Book of al-Adab (39), Chapter 66, Hadith 3073. 
‘Asiya here is written 421? (disobedient), not «—1 (hopeful). 
' Sunan at-Tirmidhi, Book of al-Adab (39), Chapter 66, Hadith 3072. 


* Al-Haythami (d. 807 AH), Majma' az-Zawa'id wa Manba’ al-Fawa'id, Book of al- 
Adab, Volume 8, p. 52. 
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WISDOM OF GIVNG A GOOD NAME 


1. 





A person is called by his name in this world and will also 
be called by the same name in the hereafter. Therefore, the 
name should be good so as to create a good opinion about 
the named person within the hearts of the listeners. If the 
name is not good, then by hearing it, a feeling of distaste 
concerning the person will find its way into the hearts of 
the listeners. 


When the child grows up and ponders over the good 
meaning of his or her good name, then he or she will 
attempt to be as good as his or her name. As an example, if 
any man has the name Siddiq (truthful), Tayyib (pure) or 
Sa'id (fortunate); then he will attempt to behave in a 
manner that is truthful, pure and fortunate. Similarly, if 
any woman has the name Siddiqa, Tayyiba or Sa'ida; then 
she will attempt to behave in a manner that is also truthful, 
pure and fortunate. 


The names of the noble Prophets (peace be upon them) and 
those of the prominent pious men and women of the 
history of Islam are all good. If any man or woman has a 
name that is attributed to any noble person and he behaves 
in a wrongful manner, those watching can guide him that 
your name is attributed to such a noble and virtuous 
person, yet your actions are not so good. 


lt is commonly related concerning ‘Umar (Allah be pleased 
with him) that during his reign there was a young man 
named Muhammad. After being involved in criminal 
activity a few times, he reached the court of “Umar (Allah 
be pleased with him) whereupon 'Umar (Allah be pleased 
with him) stated, "The least you could have done is 
preserved the honour of your name. In future, either put 
an end to these wrong actions or, alternatively, change 
your name. | cannot tolerate that your name be 
Muhammad, yet your actions be contrary to the religion of 
Muhammad." These words of 'Umar (Allah be pleased 
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with him) reguire all those Muslims whose names are 
good, yet their actions are not good to spare a moment for 


deep ponder and contemplation. 


THE ‘AQIQA - SACRIFICE FOR A NEWBORN 


‘Aqiqa refers to the animal sacrificed as charity in happiness and 
joy at the birth of a boy or girl. The 'aqiqa is a recommended 
offering, it is not obligatory. Hence, if any person does not offer 
the 'agiga, he or she is not sinful. However, it is better for 
affluent Muslims that they offer the 'agiga of their children. 


Everyone can eat the meat of the 'agiga. 


Our beloved Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
offered the 'agiga of his children and stated; 

“Every child is a hostage in return for his or her 

'agiqa. It should be sacrificed on the seventh day on 


behalf of the child. The same day the hair on the 
head should be shaved and the child should be 


given a name." !° 


The 'agiga should be offered on the seventh day. However, if 
unable due to any reason then it can be offered on the fourteenth 
day, the twenty first day or whenever after that. If on the other 
hand, parents do not offer the 'aqiqa for a child, he or she can 


offer his or her own 'aqiqa once grown up. 


WISDOM OF THE 'AQIQA 


1 This is a practical manifestation of joy and gratitude upon 
receiving this blessing of Allah (most high). By offering 
the 'agiqa, Allah (most high) becomes well pleased with 


the parents. 


19 Sunan Abi Dawud, Book of ad-Dahaya (16), Chapter 21, Hadith 2840. 
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4 By offering the 'aqiqa, a person gains the reward of acting 
upon the sunna and practice of Allah's Messenger (peace 


and blessings of Allah be upon him). 


3 This is a charity and goodwill on behalf of the child's life. 
Due to it, blessings descend upon the life of the child. Just 
as Allah (most high), by having a ram sacrificed, blessed 
the life of Isma'il (peace be upon him) and saved him from 


being sacrificed. 


4 Feelings of generosity thrive within the parents who offer 
the 'aqiqa and by it attitudes of miserliness and parsimony 


are discouraged. 


5 Itis a demonstration of happiness and joy at the addition 
of one individual to the Islamic community (umma). For, 
in the hereafter the noble Messenger (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him) shall take pride in the abundance of 


his community. 
Through 'aqiqa, the family lineage is publicised and 


protected. 


SHAVING THE HAIR OF THE HEAD 


lt is recommended that the hair of the child's head be shaved on 
the seventh day and the amount of silver equal to the weight of 


the hair be distributed amongst the poor and needy. 


The noble Messenger (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
offered the 'agiga of Imam Hasan (Allah be pleased with him) 


and then stated; 


“O Fatima! Shave the hair of his head and give the 
amount of silver equal to the weight of his hair in 


charity." !! 


" Sunan at-Tirmidhi, Book of al-Adahi (1 5), Chapter 20, Hadith 1602. 
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Shuving the child's head is a sign of Islam and it differentiates 
Masiim infants from the infants of other religions. 


Farthermore. bv giving silver in charity equal to the weight of the 
hair, on the one hand helps a poor and needy person and on the 
other hand that poor person shall in return supplicate for the 
child: due to whom he received that charity. 


KHATN - CIRCUMCISION 


Wsin tGircumasion) is the sunna and practice of all the noble 
Prophets (peace he upon them) and is a svmbol of Islam. The 
noble Messenger (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 


ated: 


“Five things are from nature; circumcision, shaving 
of the pubic hair, shaving of the hair under the 
armpits, rimming the nails and trimming the 
moustache.” £ 


If the newbom is not unwell or weak, it is preferred that he be 
arcumased on the seventh day. If this cannot take place on the 
seventh, then afterwards whenever it is possible he should be 
arcumased. However, a long delay leading up to maturity is not 
permitted. Therefore, before maturity he should have been 


arcumcised. 


WISDOM OF THE CIRCUMCISION 


This is a sign of Islam and the symbol of the Abrahamic 
community. 


This is enshrined in the nature of the sound minded 
humankind. 





hih al-Bukhan, Book of al-Libas (77), Chapter 63, Hadith 5950. 
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This differentiates a Muslim from a non-Muslim. 


Cleanliness and purity is attained by it. 


Chances of severe illnesses such as cancer are restricted 
and reduced by it. 


2] 










Nurturing and fostering 


BREAST-FEEDING 


A newbom infant has the most right over the mother's milk and 
the mother has the most right over breast-feeding her newborn. 
Breast-feeding her own child is embedded within the nature and 
personality of the mother. This is one of those natural practices 
that can be found to exist in animals too, and hence animals 
suckle their sucklings and feel comfort in doing so. 


WISDOM IN THE MOTHER’S MILK 


l. The mother’s milk is pure from bacterium and as a result 
does not become the cause for any illness. This is because 
the milk goes directly from the mother’s breast into the 
child’s stomach. Whereas, the milk from cows and goats 
passes through many stages, containers and bottles; and at 
any point it can be affected by bacterium and microbes that 
can be harmful to the health of the child. 


The mother’s milk is neither too cold nor too warm, rather, 
it is completely in line with the child’s temperament. 
Whereas, the milk from cows and goats is warmed up. 


Hence, it can fluctuate and can harm and be uncomfortable 
for the child. 
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The possibility of breast cancer is less in the mother who 
breast-feeds her child. Whereas, chances of breast cancer 
are greater in those mothers who do not breast-feed their 
children. 


PERIOD OF BREAST-FEEDING 


To drink the mother's milk up to the age of two years is the right 
ofthe child. It is written in the holy Qur'an; 


The best nourishment for a newborn is the mother’s milk 
as it contains everything that a newborn requires. No 


artificial milk can pose as a replacement for the mother's 
milk. 


“And mothers shall suckle their children for two 
whole years.” (Qur'an? 2, 233) 


Isam dislikes giving up breast-feeding before the elapsing of two 
yeas. It was for this reason that ‘Umar (Allah be pleased with 
him) began the child benefit from the time of birth, to ensure that 
no mother prohibits a child from this milk before the period of 
two years out of greed for this benefit. 


Mothers do not only provide physical nourishment to the 
children with their mulk; rather, they transfer and pass on 
tradition, morals and characteristics. For this reason, the 
noble Messenger (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) stated; The details of this are as follows. Once a caravan came to Madina 

and stopped outside the city. To ensure their protection and care, 

Umar (Allah be pleased with him) went in person. Within the 

caravan, he saw a young child crying and urged the mother to 

alm him down as he was disturbing the sleep of the entire 

caravan. After a while, when the baby began crying again, ‘Umar 

(Allah be pleased with him) spoke out in anger, “You are a very 

merciless mother!” The mother replied, “You do not know the 

actual reason and you are baselessly accusing me. In actual fact, 

Umar (Allah be pleased with him) has instructed that until a 
child does not leave suckling milk, his state benefit shall not 
commence. For this reason | am trying to stop his breast-feeding 
and as a result he cries.” Upon hearing this, ‘Umar (Allah be 
pleased with him) was saddened deeply and said, “Alas ‘Umar! 
How many children would you have made to suffer?” The next 
moming ‘Umar (Allah be pleased with him) instructed his herald 
lo announce that the day a child is born, his or her state benefit 
and allowance shall commence.! 


“Suckle children the milk of good and 
virtuous mothers."! 


For good manners of the mother are transmitted to the 
children through her milk as the noble Messenger (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon) said; "The mother's milk 
can effect and alter the character of the children. ”? 


Today, we complain that our youth are becoming more 
and more distant from our tradition, family values and 
characteristics. One reason for this is also that mothers 
have stopped providing their own milk to their own 
children. 


The following couplet of Akbar llah Abadi reflects this 
reality; 


Just how will scent of the parents’ traits anse from the infant? 


Inthe history of humanity, the great distinguisher between right 
Whilst milk comes from the packet, education from the state 


and wrong (faruq), ‘Umar (Allah be pleased with him), was the 





Qur'an, Surat al-Baqara (2), Verse 233. 
A Sar any (d. 211 AH), Musannaf ‘Abd ar-Razzag, Hadith 9717, Volume 5, p. 
Jian man, al-Farug, p.330. 
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first ruler to decree that when a child is born, at that moment his 
or her state child benefit shall commence. Yet, today it is 
extremely unfortunate that poor children in the Muslim world are 
deprived of this blessing, whereas, prosperous children in the 
non-Muslim world are benefiting from this provision. 


THE WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION 


The World Health Organization (WHO) is the United Nations 
specialized agency for health. It was established on 7 April 1948. 
WHO's objective, as set out in its Constitution, is the attainment 
by all peoples of the highest possible level of health. Health is 
defined in WHO's Constitution as a state of complete physical, 
mental and social well-being and not merely the absence of 
disease or infirmity. WHO is governed by 192 Member States 
through the World Health Assembly. 


The World Health Report 2002 issued by WHO states; 


Breast milk provides optimal nutrition for a 
growing infant, with compositional changes that are 
adapted to the changing needs of the infant. 
Human milk contains adequate minerals and 
nutrients for the first six months of life. Breast milk 
also contains immune components, cellular 
elements and other host-defence factors that provide 
various antibacterial, antiviral and antiparasitic 
protection. Breast-milk components stimulate the 
appropriate development of the infants own 
immune system. On the basis of the current 
evidence, WHO's public health recommendation is 
that infants should be exclusively breast-fed during 
the first six months of life and that they should 
continue to receive breast milk throughout the 
remainder of the first year and during the second 


? Website of the World Health Organization: http:/ / ww w.who.int/about/en/ 
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year of life.” "Exclusive breast-feeding’ means that 
no water or other fluids (or foods) should be 
administered. In almost all situations, breast- 
feeding remains the simplest, healthiest and least 
expensive method of infant feeding, which is also 
adapted to the nutritional needs of the infant. 


Lack of breast-feeding - and especially lack of 
exclusive breast-feeding during the first months of 
life - are important risk factors for infant and 
childhood morbidity and mortality, especially 
resulting from diarrhoeal disease and acute 
respiratory infections in developing countries. 
Breast-feeding has also been demonstrated to be 
important for neurodevelopment, especially in 
premature, low-birth-weight infants and infants 
born small for gestational age.” 


RADA'A - BREAST-FEEDING BY SURROGATE 


Ya mother is unable to breast-feed her child due to death, illness 
or some other weakness, then the father or guardian can arrange 
lor a wet nurse to breast-feed the child. There is a lot of wisdom 


in surrogate breast-feeding: 


]. If lslam did not sanction rada'a, then due to the illness or 
death of the mother, the child's life would fall victim to 


difficulties. 


2 Some poor women can achieve a livelihood by means of 
rada'a. 


t Itis worth noting that the holy Qur'an has declared the age limit for breast- 
feeding to be up to two years, fourteen hundred years prior to this analysis 
and recommendation of 2002 by the World Health Organization. 

"The World Health Report 2002 - Reducing Risks, Promoting Healthy Life, Geneva; 
World Health Organization, 2002, Chapter 4 - Quantifying Selected Major 


Risks to Health, p. 56 - Lack of Breast-feeding. 
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If a child drinks milk from another woman, he or she 


3. 
develops a specific relationship and attachment with the 
In this way, a circle of love and 


foster mother's family. 
attachment between people develops and widens. 


THE RESPONSIBILITY OF NURTURING 


A long time ago, I read in the newspaper that in America a fifteen 
vear old Christian lad lacerated his mother to such an extent that 
it became unable to stabilise her condition and she died. When 


the police asked the young man why he had murdered his 


mother he replied; 
"When | was four years old, my mother used to 
work. After an early breakfast she would take me to 
a private nursery, leave me there and go off to work. 
When she would return from work, she would pick 
me up from the nursery and we would come back 
home. One day, she woke up very late and quickly 
began getting me ready. 1 was half a sleep and 
could not have a good breakfast. My mother left me 
at the nursery and went to work. After a while, | 
became hungry, but, the nurses that day were on a 
strike. They were supervising us but not feeding us. 
When I asked for food, they replied that I should 


have had breakfast; the meal will be at one o clock. I 


told them many times that | have not had breakfast, 
Due to the hunger, 1 


but they refused to listen. 
became very restless and in such pain that I could 


not tolerate it further. Eventually, at that moment I 
made a solemn promise to myself, that when I grow 
up | will murder my mother because if she could 
not look after and nurture me, why did she have 


me?" 
Therefore, a mother should nurture her children by herself. No 
other woman can truly fulfil this responsibility. 
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Moreover, some children are very sensitive from a very early age, 
so à mother needs to be ever more careful towards them. If their 
heart is broken, she needs to make them understand in a verified 
and loving manner that because of the child's such and such 
action, his or her heart has been broken, so that the child becomes 
aware of his or her mistake and attempts to rectify the mistake. If 
the child is not made to be satisfied through proof then it is 
possible that hateful emotions are created in the child's heart and 


once grown up, he or she becomes disobedient. 
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THE EDUCATION IN CHILDHOOD 
Imam al-Ghazali (Allah have mercy upon him) writes; 


“Allah (most high) entrusted the children in the 
hands of the parents. The pure heart of the child is a 
clear and invaluable entity that has no picture, mark 
or imprint on it. It is exposed to every impression 
and can be inclined towards anything it is 
persuaded towards. If it is educated and brought 
up in good, then it will ripen in that good and 
become fortunate in this world and the hereafter. In 
the reward, the parents and teachers of that child 
shall all be included. If, however, it is provided 
with a habit of evil and is left aside like animals, 
then it becomes unfortunate and in the sinfulness, 
the parents and guardians of that child shall all be 
included. Just as Allah (most high) has stated; 


“O you who believe! Protect 
yourselves and your families from the 
fire of hell." (Qur'an! 66, 6) 





! Qur'an, Surat at-Tahrim (66), Verse 6. 
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Just like parents protect their children from a 
worldly fire and do not allow them near such fire, 
similarly, it is their responsibility to protect them 
from the fire of hell. The way to do this is to teach 


children good manners and keep them away from a 
bad society ."? 


Education 


In order to highlight the importance of what 1 am trying to 
explain, the following Arabic saying will also prove helpful; 
aol 2 gas Aa c) * lal 
Knowledge gained in childhood is like an imprint in a stone. 
In short, a child possesses the ability to accept both the good and Do ce M our ana ao p: Ea M S 
the bad, the right and the wrong; and it is the upbringing of the M E nc NL QNI C coq auta a 
parents that inclines them to one of these two avenues. 


They remain with a person throughout the entire life, just as an 


imprint on a stone can never be erased. 
For this reason, the noble Messenger (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) stated; 


Conversely, any 
knowledge and morals acquired once grown up are quickly 


forgotten and their effects are not long lasting. 
"Every child is born upon the nature of Islarn. lt is 


the parents then who make the child a Jew, 
Christian or Zoroastrian.” > 


THE RESPONSIBILITY OF EDUCATION 
Some time ago, | had the opportunity to deliver a speech at a 
Observe the following two couplets in Arabic?; conference on education held in Birmingham. Parents as well as 


prominent officers from the department of education attended the 
: M uis asse ud. T» conference. 

i - 
ye T sy sy) ws y enn AS 
EU rur ... La » ML e - a7 


The head of the Birmingham department of education in his 

D E tfe- m- speech remarked, “In the beginning it was our opinion that the 
c Wer) G's X UE anti o! responsibility for educating the upcoming generation rested with 
s the teachers and the department of education. However, during 

the nineteen sixties, we began feeling that we alone could not 
become truly successful in educating the young; rather, we 
require the assistance of the parents. If both the parents and the 


department of education come together and assist one another, 
then true success can be achieved.” 


Cas S35 GS 


To teach children manners in childhood benefits 
them immensely. However, after 


the age of 
childhood has passed, it gives them no benefit. 


If you attempt to straighten a branch, it straightens. Following this speech, | was invited to say a few words. | stated, 
However, if you want to create flexibility in a dry The department of education has after many years come to the 
piece of wood, it does not soften, rather it snaps. conclusion that the cooperation of the parents is essential for the 
better and correct education of the new and upcoming 
generation. However, our Islam has announced fourteen 
hundred years prior to today that the actual responsibility for 
educating the young lies upon the parents’ shoulders. Hence, it is 


? Al-Ghazali (d. 505 AH), Ihya' "Ulum ad-Din, Volume 3, p. 72. 


: Saluh al-Bukhan, Book of al-Jana'iz (23), Chapter 79, Hadith 1374. 
! As'Sawwat, Huquq al-Awlad min Minzar ash-Shari'a al-Islamiya, p. 112. 
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their duty to select a good school for their children and by 
Providing a good education protect them from the fire of hell. 
(Qur'an? 66, 6) And if the children of anyone go astray then it is 
the parents who are responsible. ©” 


THE FIRST SCHOOL 


The first school of the children is the lap of the mother. That is 
why the Arabs have a famous saying al-Ulnimni Madrasa, the mother 
is a school. Every child remains a full-time pupil at this school for 


four to five years and from here the foundation of the child 
becoming either good or bad is laid. 


Some claim that during the first four or five years the intellectual 
ability of the children does not develop in such a way as to 
acquire a moral awareness or be affected by good or bad. 
However, come let us factually analyse these four to five years. 


Normally, a child begins to speak at the age of two or three, and 


by the age of four or five, every child is able to speak his or her 
mother tongue fluently and 


is able to express him or herself 
clearly. Can 1 ask, from which school did this child acquire and 


learn the mother tongue? Clearly, it is the mother’s lap that has 
effectively taught the child the mother tongue in merely two or 
three years. 


A man of mature years like myself, if he was to begin learning the 
German language today, in two to three years time hc would not 
be able to speak German so fluently as a child speaks his mother 
tongue at the age of four or five years. Ponder the case of a child 
who can learn a language by just listening to it from the mother, 
so how can he not be affected by the good or bad character of the 
mother? 





5 Qur'an, Surat at-Tahrim (66), Verse 6. 
e Sahih al-Bukhari, Book of al-Jana'iz (23), Chapter 79, Hadith 1374. 
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Those mothers who wish to teach 


their children the Urdu 
language; they speak in this tongue in their presence from the 


start so that the child hears only Urdu and, hence, speaks only 
Urdu. However, when telling a lie or acting unjustly towards 


others, mothers forget the adverse influence that these lies and 
unjust acts can have on their children. Therefore, a mother 
should strictly adhere to the principles of Islam in her speaking 


and talking, eating and drinking, sitting and standing, dress and 
manners; so that children are encouraged to adopt Islamic values. 
Just as children learn to speak and walk by observing the parents; 
similarly, children will do what they observe the parents doing. 


THEFIRST TEACHER 


The first teacher of a child is the mother, for the child begins to 
speak and understand in her lap. Mothers should at all times 
present a good practical example in front of the children. The 
daily life of the mother and the father is a full-time silent teacher 
for the children and trom whom the children are learning at all 


times. In the presence of children, it is better to refrain from lying 
even within the context of a joke. 


Furthermore, it is necessary for every mother that she possesses 
the knowledge of the basic and important aspects of the religion 


so that she can completely fulfil her responsibilities concerning 
the education of children. If a child is unfortunate enough to 
have the first teacher - the mother - who is illiterate and 


orphaned in matters of religion, then what kind of a future will 
that child have? 


The brave lion of Allah (most high), ‘Ali ibn Abi Talib (Allah be 
pleased with him), once referred to three orphans in the following 
manner; 


D 


An orphan in humankind is he whose father dies, for the 
father is the one responsible for providing the essentials of 
life. 
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2i An orphan in animals is he whose mother dies, for the 
mother is in most cases the one responsible for providing 
the essentials of life. Often, the father does not even know 
about his child, such as a donkey, dog or bull, etc. 

3- 


An orphan in Islam is that man or woman who does not 
possess the basic and essential knowledge of the religion, 


for he or she will be unable to differentiate between the 
lawful and the unlawful. 


THE FIRST EDUCATION 


When a child begins to speak, he or she should firstly be taught 


the word Allah and then the declaration of faith, La ilaha illallahu 
Muhammad  Rasulullah. 


For, the noble Messenger (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) stated; 


"Teach your children firstly the declaration of faith, 
La ilaha illallahu, and encourage this also at the time 
of death. For the one whose first and last statement 


is La ilaha illallahu, he will not be questioned about 
any sin."? 


TEACHING THE RECITATION OF THE QUR'AN 


When a child is able to read, he or she should be sent to such a 


mosque where there is an exemplary standard of teaching the 
recitation of the holy Qur'an. This is to ensure that the child's 


relationship with the holy Qur'an as well as the mosque is 
strengthened. 


Reciting the holy Qur'an is an important aspect of a Muslinvs life 
and the benefit of which is attained equally by the child reciting, 
the tutors teaching and the parents providing the opportunity. 


7 Al-Hindi (d. 975 AH), Kanz al-'Limmal fi Sunan al-Aqwal wa'l-Af'al, Hadith 
45332, Volume 16, p. 441. 
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Moreover, the noble Messenger (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) has stated; 


“Recite the Qur'an. For, the holy Qur'an shall 
intercede for those who recite it on the Day of 
Judgement.” 8 


And; 


“He who recites the Qur'an and acts according to it, 
on the Day of Judgement such a crown shall be 
placed on his parents’ heads, whose light shall be 
more beautiful than that of the sun."? 


THE BEST GIFT 


Itis the responsibility of the parents to provide a good education 
for the children and teach them good and praiseworthy ethics 
and manners. Those parents who spend from their hard-earned 
and well-deserved wealth in order to fulfil this obligation, their 
children are successful; they serve their parents and honour their 
name. This results in true satisfaction and comfort for the 


parents. For this reason, the noble Messenger (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) stated; 


"The best gift from the parents to the children is that 


parents provide a good education for them and 
teach them good morals.” 10 


Those parents who remain preoccupied in acquiring a great 
residence, a great car and a great property for their children, and 
lave no time and pay no attention to their education and 
upbringing, it is they who are in the end regretful and they will 
be accountable for this laziness on the Day of Judgement just as 





' Sahih Muslim, Book of Salat al-Musafirin (7), Chapter 42, Hadith 1910. 
"Sunan Abt Dawud, Book of al-Witr (8), Chapter 14, Hadith 1455. 
" Sunan at-Tinnidhi, Book of al-Birr wa's-Sila (23), Chapter 33, Hadith 2079. 
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the noble Messenger (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
has stated. 


Ton “Umar (Allah be pleased with him) stated, “Teach your child 
adab (good manners) for you will be questioned about the 


manners and the knowledge you taught him and he will be 
questioned about his service and obedience to you." ! 


THE INSTRUCTION TO PRAYER 


Salat (prayer) is obligatory upon every sane and mature Muslim. 
It is not obligatory upon children. However, it is the 
responsibility of the parents that they acquaint and accustom 
their children to the prayer from childhood. For, the noble 
Messenger (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) stated; 


"When a child reaches the age of seven years, order 
him or her to offer the prayer. If the child reaches 
the age of ten years, punish him upon not offering 


the prayer, and also separate their beds at that 
age."? 


A mother should have the daughters offer the prayer with her 
and a father should have the sons offer the prayer with him, so 
that they become trained in correctly offering the prayer. 


The parents who do not attempt to habituate their children in 
offering the prayer, they certainly are disobedient to Allah (most 
high). In addition, when they die, their children shall inherit their 
entire property i.e. residence, car, land, wealth, etc. but they shall 
not inherit the grave of their parents. In other words, they shall 
not supplicate for the forgiveness of their parents. Whereas, the 


parents who habituate their children to offer the prayer, when 
they have died, their children shall in each prayer say; 





n As-Sawwaf, Huquq al-Awlad min Minzar ash-Shari'a al-Islamiya, p. 12. 
12 Sunan Abi Dawud, Book of as-Salat (2), Chapter 26, Hadith 495. 
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‘O our Lord! Forgive me, forgive my parents and 


forgive all the believers on the Day of Judgement.” 
(Qur'an? 14, 41) 


In this manner, children receive the reward of not only offering 
the prayer but also of supplicating for their parents. Also, due to 
the supplication of the children, the parents progress further in 


puadise. Just as the noble Messenger (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) stated; 


"A person's rank in paradise is increased, upon 
which he questions, “For which good deed is my 
status increased?” The answer given is that it is due 


to the supplication of your child 


for your 
forgiveness.” * 


And; 


"When a person dies, his orderly actions come to an 
end except in three ways: 


1. Acontinuous charity; 


2. A knowledge that is left from which people 
continue to benefit; 


3. A pious child who supplicates for the parents.'5 


TEACHING SECULAR SCIENCES AND ARTS 


When a child acquires the ability to learn, he or she should be 
sent to such a school that has an exemplary standard of education 
and upbringing. Just as having the knowledge of the basic and 





"Qur'an, Surat Ibrahim (14), Verse 41. 
“Sunan [bn Maya, Book of al-Adab (34), Chapter 1, Hadith 3791. 
' Sahih Muslim, Book of al-Wasiyya (26), Chapter 4, Hadith 4310. 
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fundamental aspects of Islam is obligatory for a Muslim, 
similarly, it is necessary that a person acquires some secular 
knowledge, science, art or skill in order to live a respected life and 
have a lawful livelihood. As was the case following the battle of 
Badr, whereby the noble Messenger (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him) stated to those non-Muslims who had been taken 
captives that whoever could not afford the ransom, if he teaches 
ten children of Madina to read and write, he will be freed. 


What would those enemies of Islam teach the Muslim children? 
Clearly this is a reference to secular education and the noble 
Messenger (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) has 
practically proved that knowledge is such a valuable treasure that 
even if the greatest foe possesses it, one should not feel ashamed 


in acquiring it from him. In this relation, the following Ahadith 
demand attention; 


|l “The word of wisdom is the lost property of the believer. 
Wherever he finds it, he should acquire it." !é 

2. “It is the right of the child that the parents teach him the 
Qur'an, archery and swimming." Y7 

3. 


"Seek knowledge even if you have to travel to China.” !? 


Islam encourages the acquiring of every type of knowledge and 
science that protects and advances the nation or the state, the 


individual or the society. Such as trade, agriculture, justice, 
medicine, military, etc. 


It is my view that a person researching in modern science and arts 
in order to protect and preserve his nation or state is fulfilling a 
communally obligatory duty (fard kifaya) just as any person who 


16 Sunan at-Tinmidin, Book of al-’I1m (37), Chapter 19, Hadith 2903. 
© Al-Hindi (d. 975 AH), Kanz al-"Ummal fi Sunan al-Aqwal wa'l-Af al, Hadith 
45345, Volume 16, p. 444. 


!'* AI-Bayhaqi (d. 458 AH), Shu'ab al-Iman, Hadith 1663, Volume 2, p. 254. 
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researches in Qur'an exegesis (tafsir), prophetic tradition (hadith) 
and jurisprudence (fiqh), fulfils a communally obligatory duty. 


In short, religious education is essential for the Muslims in order 
lo strengthen. their relationship with Allah (most high) and 
worldly and secular education is also essential in order to remain 


prosperous in this world and serve Islam in a much more 
effective manner. 
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Upbringing 


THE SOCIETY INCHILDHOOD 


A British psychologist once said, “Give me your child for the first 
seven years and then you can have him or her back. You will 
never be able to disconnect him or her from me thenceforth.” 


ln other words, if a child remains in my society and influence for 
the first seven years of his or her life. My language and traits 
shall have such a deep and lasting effect on the child's 
psychology that even if the child is later separated from me, he or 
she will never be disjointed from the effects of my language and 


traits. 


This shows that the society in which a person remains for the first 
seven years of life, certain aspects of that society remain forever 


embedded in that person's psyche. Therefore, it is the 
responsibility of every mother that she keeps the atmosphere of 
the house as Islamic as possible so that traces of Islam are 
strengthened and become effective within the psyche of the 


children. 


LOVING THE CHILDREN 


loving children is a natural and humanly instinct. It is due to 
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inis natural love that parents are affectionate towards their 
children and endure great difficulties for their betterment. Hence 
the noble Messenger (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
said; 


“Love the children and be merciful and affectionate 
towards them.” ! 


Once, the noble Messenger (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) kissed Hasan ibn ' Ali (Allah be pleased with them both) and 
Aqra at-Tamimi (Allah be pleased with him) was sitting besides 
them, who after seeing this affection said, "1 have ten children 
and have never kissed anyone of them.” The noble Messenger 


(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) looked surprisingly at 
him and stated; 


“He, who is not merciful and affectionate, shall not 
be treated in a merciful and affectionate manner. - 


‘A'isha (Allah be pleased with her) relates that a woman once 
came to her begging and she had her two daughters on her side. 
' A'isha (Allah be pleased with her) only had one date with her 
and she gave that to the woman. The woman divided the date 
between the two daughters and ate none of it herself. Then the 
woman stood up and left. Later when the noble Messenger 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) returned home, 
‘A'isha (Allah be pleased with her) related to him the story of the 
woman's selflessness. Upon hearing the day's incident, the noble 
Messenger (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) stated, 


"He, who is placed in a test due to his daughters, 
and despite this, he treated them well and 


affectionately, then these daughters shall become a 
shelter for him from the fire of hell"? 


———————— 


! AsSawwaf, Huquq al-Awlad min Minzar ash-Shar;' i 

,Hu -Shari'a al-I 

? Sahih al-Bukhari, Book of al-Adab ( WE 
* foid, Book of az- 


78), Chapter 18, Hadith 6063 
Zakat (24), Chapter 10, Hadith 1439, | 
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The geat farug, ‘Umar (Allah be pleased with him), once 
quoted a man as an agent. The man saw ‘Umar (Allah be 
pleased with him) Kissing his son and questioned, “You are 
Wissing a child and you are the Leader of the Faithful (amir al- 
mimm) If tt was 1, would not have” Upon this remark, 
Umar (Allah be pleased with him) said, “If Allah (most high) has 
taken mercy and compassion out from your heart, that is not my 
fault, Allah (most high) is compassionate only to those people 
who are compassionate to others.” Consequently, ‘Umar (Allah 
be pleased with him) relieved that man from his duty and stated, 


“You are not capable of even showing mercy to your son, so how 
wil you be able to show mercy to others.” “ 


KEEPING THE CHILDREN HAPPY 


According to the age and temperament of the children, facilities 
and an atmosphere that would please and keep them happy 


should be provided. The noble Messenger (peace and blessings 
di Allah be upon him) stated; 


"There is a house in paradise that is called the house 


of happiness. Only those people will enter it who 
keep their children happy.” 


This hadith highlights that Allah (most high) is pleased with 
hose parents who keep their children happy and He grants them 
a special house in paradise. In order to keep the noble Hasnayn 
(Allah be pleased with them both)? happy, the noble Messenger 
eite and blessings of Allah be upon him) used to amuse and 


entertain them. However, it is imperative that parents do not 
Cross the realms of the lawful and the unlawful, the permissible 


and the impermissible, in trying to keep their children pleased 


* Acfündi (d. 975 AH), Kanz al-'Ummal fi Sunan al-Aqwal wa'l-Afal, Hadith 
599), Volume 16, p. 583. 

E a-Mayd, Mithali Ma, p. 210; with reference to al-Hindi s Kanz 
"Unna. 


T Hasnan Karimayn: Hasan and Husayn, the sons of “Ali (Allah be pleased 
Wih them all). 
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and happy. 


Once, the noble Messenger (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) lifted Husayn (Allah be pleased with him) on his blessed 


shoulders. A person asked, “O child! Your ride is exceptional.’ 


Upon this, the noble Messenger (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) remarked, “The rider is also exceptional.” 


PRAISE UPON GOOD 


Loving children is a natural instinct indeed. However, those 
children who adhere to Islam and are obedient to parents deserve 
a lot more love and affection. This is to encourage them further 
so that they become more and more virtuous and righteous. 


When a child achieves some exceptional success, such as, 
achieving a great position in the examinations of the school or the 
mosque, this happiness should be celebrated. The child should be 
patted, praised and given a special gift or award, such as, new 
clothes, a new watch, etc. Friends and relatives should also join in 
this occasion of joy and celebration, so that everyone 
congratulates the child. This results in happiness for the child. 


Self-confidence develops within the child and he or she works 
much harder to progress further in future. 


DISPLEASURE UPON BAD 


Children are inexperienced and unaware. It is difficult for them 
to differentiate between good and bad. Therefore, it is the 
responsibility of the parents that they instruct good and stop 
what is bad, so that the children do not become a cause for 


anyone's disturbance. In this regard, the following suggestions 
are worthy of attention; 
i. 


When a child commits a mistake then he or she should be 


—_—?—S 9 


* Sunan at-Tirmidhi, Book of al-Managib (45), Chapter 31, Hadith 4153. 
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convinced and made to understand, with great love and 
wisdom, why it was wrong for him or her to have done 
suchathing, “Umar ibn Abi Salama (Allah be pleased with 
Wm) relates that he was a young child under the 
supervision and upbringing of Allah’s Messenger (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him). During eating his 
hand used to wander around the dish. Upon seeing this, 
Allah's Messenger (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) said to him, "O child! Recite the name of Allah, eat 


with your tight hand and eat from what is in front of 
yu? 


When a child commits a mistake, the mother should not 
become angry straightaway because anger can have 
nepative effects. Rather, a soft approach should be 
pursued. For the noble Messenger (peace and blessings of 
Mah be upon him) said, “If softness is found in 


something, it makes it beautiful. If softness is taken out of 
tit makes it unpleasant.” ? 


— 


children out of foolishness commit a grave mistake, then 
itis also essential to approach them with severity and 
strictness so that they do not in future commit the same 
mistake. Just as once there was a large amount of dates 
given as charity in the prophetic Mosque. Hasan (Allah be 


pleased with him) whilst playing approached the dates 

and placed one in his mouth. The noble Messenger (peace 

and blessings of Allah be upon him) saw him and said, 
“Take it out of your mouth.” Then the noble Messenger 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) got up himself, 
approached Hasan (Allah be pleased with him) and took 
the date out of his mouth and stated, “Do you not know 
that the children of Muhammad do not eat from the wealth 
of charity?” € 


a E 


E Bukuri, Book of al-At'ima (70), Chapter 2, Hadith 5430. 
~ ! Muslim, Book of al-Birr wa's-Sila wa'l-Adab (46), Chapter 23, Hadith 


* 
A d-Bukhan, Book of a2-Zakat (24), Chapter 58, Hadith 1509. 
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A mistake is always a mistake and is wrong, whether a 
child commits it or an elder. Hence, it is important that 
mistakes and wrongs are discouraged from an early age. 


Some mothers express their displeasure when their 
children are disobedient to them; however, they remain 
silent when the children are disobedient to Allah (most 


high). 


For example, a mother may be displeased if her child does 
not bring shopping home from the market and she could 
remain absolutely silent if the child does not go to mosque 
to offer the prayer. Such a mother is being cruel to herself 
for a child who is disobedient to Allah (most high) will be 
disobedient also to the mother. Conversely, a child whois 
obedient to Allah (most high) and His Messenger (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him), will be obedient to 
the mother also. This is because Allah (most high) orders 
that the child be obedient to the parents (Qur'an 17, 3) 
and the noble Messenger (peace and blessings of Allah be 


upon him) also instructs the child that paradise lies 
beneath the feet of the mother.'? 


Some mothers pay a great deal of attention to the physical 
upbringing and protection of their children; however, they 
do not care about the children's faith and ethical 
upbringing and protection. 


For example, if a child attempts to play with fire or a knife, 
the mother severely stops the child so that he or she is not 
harmed. However, if the child swears or tells a lie and the 
mother does nothing, this can have negative effects on the 
child's character and faith, which is far greater and more 
dangerous than any physical harm. For a child who has 
his finger cut off by a knife yet he is righteous and 
possesses a good character, such a child is far better than 


" Qur'an, Surat al-Isra' (17), Verse 23. 
12 Sunan an-Nasa'i, Book of al-Jihad (25), chapter 6, Hadith 3117. 
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that child whose fingers are not cut but he tells lies and 
does not have decent morals and manners. Therefore, just 
asa mother looks after the physical well-being of the child, 


she needs to also preserve and provide a good upbringing 
in terms of the child's faith and character. 


SACRIFICE AND CHARITY 


Inthe presence of the children, wealth should be spent in the way 
of Allah (most high) and sometimes the poor and needy should 
be helped via the hands of the children, so that the passion and 


sentiment of being kind and good to the poor and giving in 
charity is created within their hearts. 


SUPERVISION 


An eye should be kept upon the movements, actions and the 
society of the children. After sunset, children should not be 
pemutted to go outside of the house; usually there are adverse 
fluences and bad people outside during these times. Just as the 


noble Messenger (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
stated; 


“Do not allow your animals and your children to go 
outside after the sun has set. For the devils spread 
outside after the sun has set.” 3 


CONVERSATION AND DIALOGUE 


Some time ago, | went to visit a friend. He was sitting on the sofa 
and in his lap was his four year old son. Both father and son had 


their hands in each other's hands and were competing in a trial of 
Strength. 


ol 


" Sd Muslim, Book al-Ashriba (37), Chapter 12, Hadith 5372. 
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The father was entertaining his son and the son was becoming 
overjoved by playing with his father. Suddenly, the son severely 


pushed against his father’s hands with both of his own hands and 
said, “O you bastard!” 


God forbid! Upon hearing these words I was overwhelmed and 
stunned, and | quickly questioned, “Brother! Does this child go to 
school?” He replied, “He hasn’t reached the age of beginning 
school yet.” I asked, “Does he go to nursery?” He replied, “He 
has reached the age of beginning nursery but I’ve been a bit lazy 
and soon he will start going to the nursery.” I stated, "Brother! If 
he went to school, it would have been easy for me to understand 
that maybe he heard this word from someone and remembered it. 
If he went to nursery, it was possible that he may have heard this 
word from some silly child and remembered it. Brother! Neither 
does he go to school nor the nursery. It seems as though in this 


house, either you use such an un-Islamic word or the mother of 
this child, and from there he has learnt it." 


He replied, "Pirzada Sahib! This child does not know the reality 
of this word otherwise he would not have used it." I said, "It is 
quite correct that this child does not know the reality of this word 
but tomorrow when he becomes an adult and calls someone else a 
‘bastard’, both you - mother and father - will be included in his 
sinfulness. For you have taught him this un-Islamic word." 


Therefore, both, mothers and fathers, are required to adhere to 
Islamic ethics and values in their everyday speech and 
conversation. Those words that they would not like to be used 
for them, they should not use for anybody else. Otherwise, their 


children will learn those words causing them difficulties and 
sorrow in later life. 


THE TELEVISION AND THE INTERNET 


In an Islamic society, the responsibility of upbringing the children 
mostly rests upon the mother's shoulders as the father in most 
common cases remains away in quest of livelihood. However, 
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sadly in this country, the majority of mothers have taken this 
responsibility off their own shoulders and given it to the 
television and the internet. As a result, children spend much 
more time and have a greater attachment to the television than 
the mother. Clearly, the children will be affected by whatever or 
whoever they interact the most with. The mother who provides a 
geater company of the television for her children, she should not 
complain of her children being disobedient to her. 


Previously, | visited some friends. The entire family including 
the mother, the father and the children were all eating their meal 
and the television was switched on. The children were watching 
the television and the mother and father were talking amongst 
each other. 1 was also offered to join in the meal and as such 
joined in the conversation with the parents. Throughout this 
meal, the eyes of the children were firmly fixed on the television 
screen to such an extent that they had absolutely no idea of what 
we were conversing about. It was as though sitting inside one 
room, the three of us were having a conversation in an Islamic 
atmosphere, whereas, the children were lost within an un-Islamic 
atmosphere that was appearing on the television screen. It got to 
such a level that 1 saw one of the children break a morsel of 
chapatti, move his hand towards the dish of curry and instead of 
placing the chapatti in the curry he began pressing the chapatti on 
the table, then placed it in his mouth and chewed away casually. 
During this short time, his eyes and concentration were firmly 
glued on the television screen and he had absolutely no idea that 
he was eating dry chapatti without any curry. Ponder yourself, 
will such children be obedient to and follow whatever is shown 
on the television or will they be obedient to the mother? 


| request all the Muslims residing in the United Kingdom that out 
of every twenty four hours, they should at least reserve one hour 
to spend purely with their spouses and children. The best time 
for this, in my view, is the evening meal. At this meal, the 


television should be switched off and they should eat and 


converse with one another. In this manner, our culture and 


language will be passed on to the children. An atmosphere of 
informality and frankness will blossom and each will know and 
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hecome aware of other's situations and problems. If, on the other 
hand, the television is left switched on, then our children whilst 
being physically in our lap will not be with us. Rather, they 
remain focussed on the television and become unaware of our 


language and culture. 


THE MOTHER TONGUE 


Up until today, we have been hearing that a person's first 
language is that of the mother's and hence the term “mother 


tongue' came into existence. 


The first language is that in which a person thinks. For example, 
my first language and mother tongue is Punjabi. I think in 
Punjabi and when | want to convey my thoughts to an English 
person, | think in Punjabi and then translate my thoughts into 
English However, it is unfortunate for the Muslims residing in 
the United Kingdom that the mother's language is Punjabi, 

whereas, the child's first language is English and the child first of 
all thinks in English and then translates into Punjabi in order to 
communicate with his or her mother. Can I ask; why has this 


come about? 


The reason ıs clear. The mother has given less of her company to 
the child and more of the television's friendship. It is not the 
objective of my discussion - not in the least - that children should 


not be allowed to watch television. Children should be able to 
However, watching 


watch good and beneficial programmes. 
It should also not be the case 


television should have a limit. 
where the entre family listens to the adhan which appears on 


Islamic channels and despite that the television is not turned off 
and both, mother and children, do not offer the prayer. 


lf the amount of time children spend watching television, if a 
mother spends that much time with her children and talks to 
them according to their nature, this entire issue of the mother 


tongue and the Islamic culture can be improved. 
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FILLING A LIE 


| In some instances, a mother wants to go out due to some reason 
| futher child is persistent in wanting to go with her and cries. In 
| ater to temporarily quieten the child, the mother makes a false 
| promise, “O look! | am going to get a bicycle for you.” Upon 
| hearing this, the child calms down and quietens, and anxiously 
walls the return of his or her mother. When the mother returns 
without the bicycle, the child questions the whereabouts of it. In 
order to silence and quieten the child again, the mother tells 
another lie, This course of action can have negative effects for the 


mother which may include the following; 


The child loses confidence in the mother and is forced to 


l 
understand that his or her mother can tell a lie. 


The child receives the rearing and encouragement of 
telling lies and when he or she grows up and tells a lie to 
the mother, it is the mother who will be responsible 


3 The sin of telling a lie will be recorded in the mother’s 
book of deeds, just as it has been related from the noble 


Messenger (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him), 


‘Abd Allah ibn ‘Umar (Allah be pleased with him) relates 
that one day Allah’s Messenger (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) came to their house. He was young 
and was talking aloud. In order to quieten him, his mother 
called him towards her saying that if he comes to her she 
will give him something. Allah's Messenger (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon) asked her, “What is it that you 
want to give him?” His mother replied, “I had intended to 
give him a date.” Allah's Messenger (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him) stated to his mother, “Now, if you 
do not give him anything, then a lie will be recorded in 


your book of deeds." 


EE 
Chapter 88 Hadith 4993 


4 Sunan Abi Dawud, Book of al-Adah (22) 
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LOVING THE NOBLE MESSENGER MUHAMMAD 
(PEACE AND BLESSINGS OF ALLAH BE UPON HIM) 


Love for the noble Messenger (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) is the essence of faith. No one can possess true faith 
and belief without this profound love. The sign of a complete 
mu'min (believer) is that he or she loves Allah (most high) and 
Allah's Messenger (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) the 
most. 


It is the responsibility of the parents that they create the love for 
the noble Messenger (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
within the hearts of their children from childhood. 


One means of attaining this is to recall and relate to the children 
the lovely and wonderful ahadith of the noble Messenger (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) in which he has stressed the 
love for children, keeping them happy and bringing them up in a 
good manner. This is to ensure that the love for the noble 
Messenger (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) is created 
in their hearts and they attempt to follow his blessed example. In 
this regard, the following sayings of the noble Messenger (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) are worthy of contemplation; 


"Habituate your children in three things; loving 
their Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him), loving his household (ahl al-bayt) and reciting 
the holy Qur'an." !5 


And; 


"Love Allah (most high) because He provides for 
you from His blessings. And due to the love of 
Allah (most high) love me. And due to the love of 
me, love my household." !6 


^? AJ-Hindi (d. 975 AM), Kanz al-'Ummal fi Sunan al-Aqwal wa'l-Af'al, Hadith 
45109, Volume 16, p. 456. 
^ Sunan at-Timudiu, Book of al-Manaqib (45), Chapter 32, Hadith 4158. 
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RESPECTING THE PIOUS AND THE NOBLES 


The noble Messenger (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
has stated; 


“He is not from us, who is not merciful to our young 
and who is not respectful to our elders.” '? 


For this reason, it is our moral obligation to stand up in respect 
upon the arrival of a pious person, a person of knowledge, a 
virtuous person or a person older in age; and to offer him a 
suitable place. 


If very honourable and eminent people arrive, such as the 
parents, religious scholars, shaykhs of the tariqa (spiritual guides) 
or other noble people, then to kiss their hands alongside standing 
up in respect is a very good manner and custom. Children 
should be made accustomed to these ethics so that respect for the 
elders is created in their hearts. Moreover, humility and modesty 
matures within the children, which keeps them away from 
arrogance and disobedience. 


In this respect, the following ahadith and traditions demand 
attention; 


1. ' A'isha (Allah be pleased with her) states that she has not 
found anyone with more resemblance to the noble 
Messenger (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
than Fatima, the daughter of Allah’s Messenger (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon hum). The habits, manners, 

conduct, etiquettes and ways of Fatima (Allah be pleased 
with her) resembled the noble Messenger (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him). Whenever, Fatima (Allah 
be pleased with her) would come to the noble Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him), he would 
stand to welcome her, kiss her (head) and seat her in his 





7 At-Tabrayzi, Mislikat al-Masabilt, Book of al-Adab, Cha 
E , : $ ter of 2 
wa' t-Rahma ala |-Khalq (15), Section 2, Hadith 4970. Pi ash-Shafaaa 
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place And when the noble Prophet (peace and blessings 


of Allah be upon him) would go to Fatima (Allah be 
pleased with her), she would stand up for him from her 
place, kiss (the hands of) him and seat him in her place.!? 


Abu Hurayra (Allah be pleased with him) narrates that the 
noble Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
used to sit in the mosque and talk to them. Then when he 
would stand, they would all stand also and they would 
remain standing until the noble Prophet (pcace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) had entered the house of 
any one of his pure wives.!? Standing up in respect for the 
people of knowledge and the pious ones is a rewarding 


act. Moreover, This action is in actual fact a demonstration 
and show of respect to knowledge and piety. 


When Sa'd ibn Mu'adh (Allah be pleased with him) came 
close to the mosque, the noble Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) instructed the helpers of 
Madina (ansar), "Stand up for your leader and the best 
amongst you."?? This highlights another aspect that when 
a noble person enters and the mother instructs the children 
to stand up and show respect, this instruction of her is the 
sunna and practice of the noble Messenger (peace and 


blessings of Allah be upon him), for he instructed the ansar 
to stand up also. 


On the other hand, if a person is a complete tyrant and 
terrorist, wrongdoer and full of arrogance, to stand up in 
his respect is not permitted because the noble Messenger 
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) stated, "He, 


who loves that people stand in his respect, will have his 
abode in the fire of hell."?! 





'* Sunan at-Tirmidlu, Book al-Manaqib (45), Chapter 61, Hadith 4246. 
' Sunan Abi Dawud, Book of al-Adab (42), Chapter 1, Hadith 4777. 


2! Sahih al-BukJiar, Book of Manaqib al-Ansar (63), Chapter 12, Hadith 3851. 
7" Al-Bukhari, al- Adab al-Mufrad, p. 288. 
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Wazi ibn ‘Amir (Allah be pleased with him) in his report 
states, "When we arrived, we were informed that this was 
Allah's Messenger (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him). So we began kissing his blessed hands and feet." 2 


| $ Suhayb (Allah be pleased with him) relates that he saw ' Ali 


(Allah be pleased with him) kissing the hands and feet of 
‘Abbas (Allah be pleased with him). 


| The prophetic Companions (sahaba) used to kiss the blessed 
tands of the noble Messenger (peace and blessings of Allah be 

| upon him). The following, generation (tabi'un) who had not seen 

| the noble Messenger (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him), 

| they used to kiss the hands of the prophetic Companions, those 

| hands that had performed the bay’ at (allegiance) in the hands of 

| the noble Messenger (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 

| him)? 


— — — — —————————M 
2 Ibid. 

5 Ibid. 

24 Ibid, p. 287. 











The onus and rights of 
the Couple 





The home is the foundational unit of any society and resembles a 
small-scale state. 


The general populace of this state are the children. The mother is 
the minister and the father is the prime minister. If both, the 
mother and the father, attempt to become the prime minister then 
the system of affairs of the home will become confounded and 
upset. There is no state in the world that has two prime 
ministers. 


Therefore, parents and children are required to make the home a 
place of comfort and happiness, while remaining within the 
boundaries of each one’s responsibilities and rights. 


Whilst pointing out the obligations of the wife, the noble 
Messenger (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) stated; 


ll “The mother has the most right over a man and the 
husband has the most right over a woman.” ? 


2. “1 was shown the fire of hell. The majority of those in it 
were women who were ungrateful." It was asked, "Were 





1 Al-Mundhiri (d. 656 AH), al-Targhib wa't-Tarltib min al-Hadith ash-Shanif, 
Volume 3, Book of an-Nikah, P. 53 (Number 16). 
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those women ungrateful to Allah (most high)?” The noble 
Messenger (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
replied, “They were ungrateful to their husbands and to 
those favours of the husband that if you were always 
favouring the wife and on one occasion she saw something 


from you that she did not like, she would say, ‘J have never 
seen anything good in you'."? 


In other words, those women would reject and deny all the 


past favours of the husband if he merely on one occasion 
did something that displeased them. 


“The woman who is committed to offering the prayers and 
fasting. and who protects her privates and follows her 
husband; all the doors of paradise are opened for her and 


she will be able to enter paradise through any door she 
chooses.” 3 


Thus. the wife should follow her husband and encourage the 
children to be obedient to the father also. 


For the husband is 
responsible for providing, from his hard-earned livelihood, the 


residence for his wife and children, their food and clothing. It is 
thus his right that he be appreciated and followed. 


However, it must be understood that this obedience and 


following is not limitless, rather, it is conditional. If the husband 
says something that is contrary to the religion, then his obedience 


in such a thing is not necessary. For the noble Messenger (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) has stated; 


“There is no conformity to anyone in a 
disobedient to Allah (most high). 


only in something good and pious.” 4 


thing 
Obedience lies 


* Sduth al-Bukhan, Book of al-Iman (2), Chapter 21, Hadith 29. 

Musnad Ahmad ibn Hanbal, Volume 1, Collection: ‘Abd ar-Rahman ibn ‘Awf 
(Allah be pleased with him) from the noble Messenger (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him). 


* Sajuh al-Bukjian, Book of Akhbar al-Ahad (96), Chapter 1, Hadith 7344. 
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Furthermore, Allah (most high) has ordered the men: 


“Live with your wives in a good manner. And if 
you dislike them, then it is possible that you detest 


something whereas Allah has placed abundant good 
in it^ (Qur'an? 4, 19) 


In other words, treat yout wife in a good manner and if you 
dislike a certain habit of her, then do not suddenly become fed up 


and think of separation, for none is free from defects and faults, 
neither you nor your wife. 


lt is quite possible that the new wife you choose may have much 
more faults and weaknesses than your present wife. If this wife 


has some faults, then clearly she will have some good and 
praiseworthy aspects too. 


Therefore, be patient as much as possible upon her mistakes. 
Perhaps, Allah (most high) will grant you such righteous children 
from this wife who later on will honour your name in matters 
concerning religion and this worldly life. 


Consequently, whilst pointing out the obligations of the husband, 


the noble Messenger (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
stated; 


1. “The best amongst you is he who has the best manners 


towards his wife.” t 


“Feed your wives the same that you feed yourself. Clothe 
them with the same level and standard of clothes that you 


clothe yourself. Do not hit them and do not degrade 
them"? 


“On the Day of Judgement, the person considered the 





* Qur'an, Surat an-Nisa’ (4), Verse 19. 


6 Sunan al-Tirinidli, Book of ar-Rida’ (8), Chapter 11, Hadith 1195 
7 Sunan Abi Dawud. Book ot an-Nikah (12), Chapter 42, Hadith 2144. 
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warst in the eyes of Allah (most high) will be that man 


who tells others the secrets and confidentialities of his 
wife." 5 


Allah (most high) has likened the relationship between the 
husband and wife with an item of clothing; 


"Thev (the wives) are a garment for you, and you 
are a garment for them." (Qur'an? 2, 187) 


Let us ponder over this piece of clothing; 


1 The garment or piece of clothing, recognises the physical 
defect of a person; however, it conceals it from the eyes of 
the people. 

2 The garment makes the beauty and splendour of a person 
more elegant. 

3. 


The garment protects a person from the effects of heat and 
cold and gives comfort and ease. 


The husband and wife who fulfil the reguirements of being the 
garments for one another, i.e. they hide the defects of one another, 
they celebrate the good of one another, they preserve the purity of 
one another and they protect one another from harm and 
difficulty, it is their home that resembles paradise in this world. 


The children being nurtured in that home become exemplary and 
they honour the name of their parents. 


Just as Isma'il (peace be upon him) was obedient to his father 
Ibrahim (peace be upon him) and in doing so raised the heads of 
his parents high for ever. That only came about due to the school 


in the home and the excellent relationship between the husband 
and the wife. 


` Sahih Muslim, Book of an-Nikah (17), Chapter 21, Hadith 3615 
* Qur'an, Surat al-Baqara (2), Verse 187. 
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The prominent poet of the East, the learned Muhammad \qbal, 
refers to this and states; 


The beneficence of vision, or the miracle of school, 
Who taught Isma'il the decorum of filialness? 








The onus and rights of 
the Mother and Children 





Just as it is the right of the children that their mother fulfils the 
obligations of nurturing, educating and upbringing them - the 
details of which have been mentioned in the previous chapters - 
similarly, it is the mother’s right that her children treat her well, 
be obedient to her and pray for her forgiveness when she dies. 


In this regard, observe the following ahadith; 


T. "Nerily, Allah (most high) has decreed disobedience to the 
mother as forbidden (haram)."! 
ZI “The mother has the most right over a man and the 
husband has the most right over a woman.”? 
Su 


A. prophetic Companion (Allah be pleased with him) asked 
the noble Messenger (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him), "O Messenger of Allah! After the death of the 
parents, is it possible to do good for them?" The noble 
Messenger (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
replied, “Yes. Supplicating for them and asking for their 
forgiveness, fulfilling their promises, respecting their 





v Sahih al-Bukhari, Book of al-Adab (78), Chapter 6, Hadith 6041. 
? Al-Mundhiri (d. 656 AH), at-Targ 


hib wa't-Tarhib min al-Hadith ash-Sharif, 
Volume 3, Book of an-Nikah, P. 33 (Number 16) 
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friends and being good to their relatives.”? 


For, verily, the rank and status of the parents in paradise 
increases with the supplication of the children and their 
asking for the forgiveness of the parents. + 


Another prophetic Companion (Allah be pleased with him) 
asked the noble Messenger (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him), “I desire to do jihad, yet, | do not have the 
ability to do so.” The noble Messenger (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) questioned, "Is there any 
one of your parents who is alive?" He replied, "Yes. My 
mother is alive.” The noble Messenger (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) stated, "Be good to her 
and treat her well. Jf you have pleased your mother, you 
wil] receive the reward of the major pilgrimage (hajj), the 
lesser pilgrimage ('umra) and jihad."*5 


Jahima (Allah be pleased with him) came to the noble 
Messenger (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) and 
humbly remarked, "O Messenger of Allah! I wish to do 
jihad and 1 have come to seek your advice." The noble 
Messenger (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
asked, "Is your mother alive?" He replied in the 
affirmative and so the noble Messenger (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) stated, "Remain with her 
for paradise lies beneath her feet.”€ 


This hadith highlights that in some instances serving the 
mother is far better than jihad. 


From the moment of pregnancy to the time of childbirth and 
following that during the stages of nurturing, education and 
upbringing, the mother passes through many testing situations. 





> Sunan Ibn Maja, Book of al-Adab (34), Chapter 2, Hadith 3795. 


“Ibid, Chapter 1, Hadith 3791. 
s Al-Mundhiri (d. 656 AH), at-Targlib. wa't-Tarhib min al-Hadith ash-Shanf, 


Volume 3, Book of al-Birr wa's-Sila, p. 315 (Number 8). 
* Sunan an-Nasa't, Book of al-Jihad (25), Chapter 6, Hadith 3117. 
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The onus and rights of the Mother and Children 


lí a person ponders over the various stages the mother goes 
through and especially the difficulties and pains of giving birth 
that she proudly endures, if he or she even pays a slight attention 
to these, then very quickly and easily the person will come to the 
conclusion that most definitely the right and status of the mother 


is very great and sublime. 






Imprudent mothers 


aMmMNore the correct and proper upbringing of 


Some mothers 
children to such a level of dclinquency that they later an regret it 
themaeives., but by then it is too late. 
a child 

however, 


complain, 
the child; rather, she tries 
Morcover, when the father attempts to 


neighbours 


does nut 
the 


wrong and the 


the mother still 


Often commits 
to conceal 


For example. 
continuously 
attempt to correct 
wrongdoings of her child. 

scold the child, thin tmprucient mother poses as an obstacle for the 
father saying, “Ble in only a child When he grows up he will 
War himself .”’ This in the foollshnens of the mother and the 
result of thin neglect can have «drastic consequences for the entire 


f.»332 0l y. 
Tihe following incidents demand the attention of such mothers: 
announced the punishment of 


court once 
At which point, the thier Bot up 


Fi awa 


A. 
Ct tise hand of a thief 
place and in a raised voice spoke out, “Before 


MU. cy IR. cut off my mother's tongue. For, the first 
ter En egg from our neighbour's houre my 


Siewver Sl PD s 
rx ms Fem off warning me began encouraging; me If 
had discouraged me anal 


Fr Yelm 


my other at eel moment 
returned the egg to the neighbour, today I Would not have 
LE g : 


been a thief. 
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TNE IDEAL MOTHER imprudent mothers 


A woman only had one 


child, whornĘ she 


. : oes not 
1 i : lovec even instead of killing a dacoit, kill the mother so that she d 
dearly When he began Bornes to school, he began bri 2 MES E. h to another dacoit. 
home the pencils, pens and exercise booha SP On seins give birt 
children. The mother was aware of this 3 OF othe, 
questioned the child as to Where he was f atat Never 


bri xia y 
ther 
d's Dv co casas tne sia 


these 


things from and why he was bringing 
- as horme 


Moreover, if a member of the other chil 
to the mother of this child anda Come plainec 
had stolen the book or Pencil of their 
would hide the fault of her 
"My son does not steal and 


Came 
that her Sar 
child. this MWMother 
son and woul utter the 


: . words, 
iS NOt a thi 


In this way, the courage and dares of the child began to 
increase and the habit of stealing strengthened 


to such an 
extent that when he grew up, he became a habitual thief 
and a known dacoit. 


One day he, along with his friends, robbed a small village 
and killed numerous people. The Police was able to arrest 
him. Following the trial, he was sentenced to death. When 
the time for hanging approached he insisted that he 
wanted to say something to his mother before dying. CUm 
was permitted to do so. The mother, who was ina terrible 
state due to constant crying amd grieving. came to her SER 
The son leaned forward towards his mothers ear ip 
whispered, “Look mother! Today I am going to E slg E 
till I die, only because of you.” He. then et A PM 
mother’s ear All people watching spoke out at thi 

act committed, especially at his last moment. 


- her of 
This thief replied to all, “Listen! It is due to He c e tem 
mine that I am to be hanged today. ana, oo stopped 
pencils and books from school, she should Do If she bad 
me then and got rid of this evil habit of ates aT. ye tere saiz 
done that, this day would not Have Corre tr 





>. 
- s cs» tbv 
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- : : lisztnt the € ye aa 
Me purpose of these narrations ts to high owns 


3 -r influence 
can have in the development of the child. LI Poe c rstecone 
the child or break the child. Por this reancr, * 
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Wise mothers 





It is common knowledge that behind a great husband there is the 
hand of a great wife. In exactly the same manner, behind a great 
son there is the hand of a great mother who joins with her 
husband and plays an active and pivotal role in the upbringing of 
her children. 


History testifies that there have been many mothers who did not 
have their husbands beside them and all alone they brought up 
their children in such a magnificent manner that there children 
eventually shined in the world as people of great excellence. 


At the top of this list of names are the likes of Imam ash-Shafi'i 
(Allah be pleased with him), Imam Ahmad ibn Hanbal (Allah be 
pleased with him), Imam al-Bukhari (Allah be pleased with him), 
Sayyid ‘Abd al-Qadir al-Jilani (Allah be pleased with him) and 
Baba Farid Ganj Shakar (Allah be pleased with him). 


In the end, | find it important to mention such great and 
prominent mothers, so that the mothers of today, by following 
their example, can excel in the upbringing of their children. 


a. During the Umayyad era, a delegation was prepared from 
Madina to do jihad in East Persia. Abu ‘Abd ar-Rahman 
Furrukh was included in this delegation. At that time 
Furrukh s wife was pregnant, but he was not aware of her 


"5 
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preéxknane Furrukh gave his wife thirty thousand dinars 
and teft tor jihad 


Furmubh eventually returned home after twenty seven 
vwwr* and Knocked on the door. Flis son, Rahia, who was 
born after his departure and had now become a grown 
man, epened the door. When Furrukh began entering the 
hause Rabi'a stopped him and said, “Who are you to enter 
mv house? Furrukh rcplicd, “This is my house, how and 
why did you enter it?" When a heated argument began 
taking, place between the two, Rabi'a's mother came out 
Irom inside When she saw Furrukbh. she told Rabia that 
this as your father and told Furrukh that this 


is your son, 
Rabia, who was born after you had left. 


Eventually, they 


all hugged each other and began crying out of immense 
oy 


When FPurrukh entered the house, he gave his wife four 
thousand dinars and asked about the whereabouts of the 
muta! thirty thousand dinars. His wife replied that she 


had bureed the thirty thousand dinars in a safe place and 
would take them out after a few days. 


In actual fact, Furrukh's wife had spent those thirty 
thousand dinars in making her son, Rabi'a, a scholar of 
Islam and Rabi'a now had become such a great scholar that 
he began delivering talks and teaching in the prophetic 


Mosque and was eventually appointed as the grand mufti 
of Madina 


Ihe next day, when Furrukh entered the prophetic 
Mosque. he found a great knowledpeable and educational 
gathering an which his son, Rabi’a, was delivering the 
homily He saw that in this gathering the likes of Imam 
Malik (Allah be pleased with him), Hasan ibn Zayd (Allah 
be pleased with him) and other noblemen of Madina and 
people of knowledge were present 


Due to the multitude of people, Furrukh was unable to 
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recognise his son and asked, “Who is this scholar?” The 
people told him that this was the son of Furrukh, Rabia. 
Upon hearing, this, Furrukh praised and thanked Allah 
(most high). went back to his wife and informed her, 
“Today I have seen your son in such a state as if he was the 
greatest scholar of all.” 


His wife asked him, “What is it that you like more; your 

thirty thousand dinars or this knowledgeable position of 
your son?" Furrukh spoke out, "Y swear by Allah (most 
high), | love the knowledge of my son.” She informed him, 
"1 spent the thirty thousand dinars on educating your 
son." Furrukh replied, "1 swear by Allah (most high), you 
have not wasted that wealth.” ' 


Just imagine for a moment, what a wonderful result the 

excellent upbringing of this pious mother was able to 
produce, that her son was able to become the mufti of 
Madina. This shows that spending wealth on good 
education and upbringing, of the children is better than 
merely accumulating, material wealth for them. 


2 Sayyid ‘Abd al-Qadir al-Jilani (Allah be pleased with him) 
was orphaned at the age of about four or five years His 
respected mother paid special attention to his education 
and upbringing. 


First of all. ‘Abd al-Qadir al-Jilam: (Allah be pleased with 

him) memorised the holy Qur'an and acquired his initial 
and basic education in Jilan. in pursuit of further 
education he desired to travel to Baghdad and for that he 
approached his mother to seek her permission. 


The mother, whose eyes were filled with tears, spoke out, 
“My dear son! In this old age | am in need of you. I cannot 
endure your separation. However, the goal for which you 


want to go to Baghdad is very great. You should go. 


ee 
LA Dhahabi (à. 748 ^tt). Siyar A lam an-Nubala’, Volume 5. p. 57. 
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Perhaps, in this life 1 shall never see you again. But, my 
supplivations and prayers will always accompany you.” 


She continued, “From your father’s inheritance, | have only 
eighty dinars remaining, | shall keep forty dinars for your 
brother and | give you forty dinars to assist you in your 
journey ^. She sewed those forty dinars inside ‘Abd al- 
Qadir al-]ilani's clothes under his armpit. As he departed 
fram home, she ardently spoke out, "My dear son! Listen 


to my last and final advice. Never forget it and that is to 
always speak the truth no matter what happens’ .” 


She then hugged her son and with tears showering down 


trom her eves said, “Got My son, go! I leave you with Allah 
(mast high). He shall be your Protector and Helper.” 


A caravan was leaving from Jilan to Baghdad. ‘Abd al- 
Qadir al-Jilam (Allah be pleased with him) departed with 
that caravan. When this caravan approached Hamdan, it 
came under attack from some highway robbers, who 
looted the caravan and stole all that the people possessed. 


One robber came forward and asked, “O boy! Do you have 
anything with you as well?” “Abd al-Qadir al-Jilani (Allah 
be pleased with him) replied, “I have forty dinars.” n 
those times, this was a very large amount and for a child to 
have such an amount was virtually impossible. Hence, the 
robber was not convinced and moved away. In this 
manner, a number of those robbers came and questioned 
Abd al-Qadir al-Jilani (Allah be pleased with him), but 


upon hearing this same reply each time, they thought it to 
be a joke and left him. 


In the end. the leader of the gang asked his henchmen, 
“Has everyone been looted?” They replied, “Yes. 
Everyone has been robbed. Though there is a young boy 
who claims to have forty dinars. We did not believe him 
so we left him.” The leader remarked, “Bring him to me." 
The young, Abd al-Qadir al-Jislani (Allah be pleased with 
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him) was brought to him and the leader asked about what 


he had with him. ‘Abd al-Qadir al-jilani (Allah be pleased 
with him) again told him, “\ have forty dinars.” tle asked, 
"Where are they?” ‘Abd al-Qadir al-Jilani (Allah be 
pleased with him) replied, “They are sewed in my garment 


under my armpit.” When his garment was taken off and 
opened up, they actually found those forty dinars. 


The leader of those robbers was amazed and asked, 
“Young, lad! Do you not know that we are highway 
robbers? \f you had not told us and lied, you would have 
saved this money.” To this ‘Abd al-Qadir al-Jilani (Allah 
be pleased with him) replied, "1 would have saved the 
money but | would have not obeyed my mother. For when 
| departed from home, my mother advised me to always 


speak the truth no matter what happens, and | promised 
her that | will always speak the truth.” 


These words uttered by ‘Abd al-Qadir al-Jilani (Allah be 
pleased with him) had such an effect on the robbers that 
they began to cry and stated, "How has this young child 
honoured the promise made to his mother? How sad is it 
that we, who have for so many years been breaking the 


promise made to our Creator and have been cruel and 
Oppressive towards His creation?" 


Eventually, the robbers returned the wealth and property 
they had robbed from the caravan and, by sincerely 


repenting, became righteous and pious people from then 
on? 


ax 


My (the author) age was six years old when mv respected 
father passed away. After offering the night vigil praver 
(salat at-tahajjud) and the dawn prayer (salat al-fajr), our 
mother would begin reciting the declaration of faith in a 
very low voice and begin walking passed and around our 
beds. She would wake us up for the dawn prayer and then 





———— 


? Bhurawi, Hadiqat al-Khutabu -p 351 
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become busy in extracting butter from milk and preparing 
the lass (vogurt-based drink). 


As our household was 
related to a spiritual guide, there were always one or two 
maids helping to prepare meals for guests, however, our 


noble mother used to extract butter from milk and prepare 
our breakfast all by herself. 


When we would return home after offering the dawn 
prayer in the mosque and after reciting the holy Qur'an for 
half an hour, our breakfast of fried bread with yogurt, lassi 
and tresh butter would be ready. However, if any one out 
of us brothers and sisters was lazy in offering the dawn 
prayer or reciting the holy Qur'an, he or she would be 
deprived of having breakfast or would be given breakfast 
last of all, At the same time, he or she would be warned, 
“He, who is not grateful to Allah (most high) for Mis 
provision and subsistence is not worthy of eating from His 
provision." 


At that moment, this warning and delay in breakfast did 
not please us, however, the benefit of it is such that since 
childhood such a habit of offering the dawn prayer and 
reciting the holy Qur'an has continued through my student 
years, adult life and now 1 am close to old age, still, my 
favourite 


time for study is after the dawn prayer. 


Moreover, most of the time, | write my exegesis (tafsir) of 
the holy Qur an after the dawn prayer. 


Ending note: 


May Allah (most high) shower the grave of my noble mother with 


countless mercies and blessings; whose outstanding upbringing 


awakened the love for offering the prayer and the holy Qur'an 
within me from a very early age. 


I hose men and women who are reading this book, if their parents 
are alive, may Allah (most high) bless their lives and shower 
haraka in them And if they have passed away, may Allah (most 
hugh) forgive them. Amin. 
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in the end, | (the author) request all those men and women who 


benefit from this book that they supplicate for the forgiveness of 
my parents. Thank you. Jazaka Allahu Ta'ala. 


e ee ry +. rm YAI y $2 4 ` j pil, 


TORNA UM eo^ 


O our Lord! Forgive me, forgive my parents and forgive all the 
believers on the Day of Judgement. Amin. 
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